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A. INTRODUCTION

The following report documents an initial exploratory
individual outreach trip, taken by three United States
transportation professionals and a private entrepreneur, to the
Commonwealth of Independent States and Estonia between March 14
and March 27, 1992. The purpose of the trip was to reach out on
an individual level to explore professional level channels of
communication for transportation assistance and identify general
areas of transportation needs in the C.I.S. and Estonia for
future action by government bodies, interested groups and
individuals in the U.S. and other countries.
The group visited Moscow from March 15 to March 20, St.
Petersburg from March 21 to March 23 and Tallinn, Estonia from
March 24 to March 27.
The following persons made the trip:
Name

Title

Organization

William Maloney

Chief, Highway Transport
Enforcement Branch
Chair, Tennessee Public
Utilities Commission
Private Entrepreneur
Director, Office of
Policy Analysis

Rhode Island
PUC
Tenn. PUC

Steve Hewlett
Andrew Byrd
Gedeon G. Picher

Self employed
Maine Dept. of
Transportation

(Sixteen) meetings were held covering a cumulative time of
approximately 26 hours.
The following list details these meetings:
Date Group/Organization
3/16
3/16
3/17
3/17
3/18
3/19
3/22
3/22

Key Government -Official Location

Center for International
Project Peace Committee
CIS Ministry of
Transportation
Moscow Department of
Transportation
Moscow Public
Transportation Agency
Moscow Autopark
Maintenance Facility
Moscow Subway System
St. Petersburg Peace
Committee
St. Petersburg
Transportation Dept.

Eugenie V. Barchenkov

Moscow

Valery N. Ivanov

Moscow

Jakov V. Serov

Moscow

Agabov Yuri Petrovich

Moscow

Vidutov Nikoliy

Moscow

Igor K. Yermolenko
Vera N. Brovkina

Moscow
St. Petersburg

Igor P. Kiselev

St. Petersburg

- 1 -

3/23
3/24
3/24
3/25
3/25
3/26
3/26
3/26

Tiit Naber
Estonian Chamber of
Commerce
Aleksander Kaldas
Estionian Ministry of
Transportation
Kersten Saar
Economist/Consultant
Raimu Aas
EACC Auto
(privatized truck transport organization)
Tallinn Port Facility
Aleksander Kaldas
Estonian Board of Road
Hellat Rumvolt
Safety
Tallinn Business Center
John Battle
(joint venture)
Toomas Kutsar
Baltlink
(Freight Forwarding Stock Co.)

Tallinn
Tallinn
Tallinn
Tallinn
Tallinn
Tallinn
Tallinn
Tallinn

Reference addresses, phone and FAX numbers are included in the
Appendix.
This trip was a result of a specific request by the U.S.S.R. and
Estonian Ministry of Transportation in early 1991. The C.I.S.
continued, renewed, and fostered this request after its creation in
December of 1991. The C.I.S. Committee on Peace and Conciliation
worked through the Center for International Projects in Clearwater,
Florida, which contacted the National Conference of State
Transportation Specialists. That group sent invitations to members
and selected additional professionals. I participated as both an
individual and as the official delegate of the American Association
of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO).
The group was escorted to and around historic, religious, and
cultural sites, and social activities when not engaged in meetings.
Side trips to Zagorsk and Pavlosk were included in the above. A
coordinator and/or interpreter was present in most waking hours.
This facilitated peripheral conversations which were found to be a
valuable complimentary resource in meeting the objectives of the
trip.
The opinions expressed in this document are those of the author
alone and do not reflect the views of any associated organization or
individual.
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B. INTRODUCTORY HISTORICAL CONTEXT

In order to appreciate transportation needs in the C.I.S., one
must look to the historical background and the context of recent
events.
The C.I.S. is made up of many states or republics of varying and
diverse ethnic backgrounds and dialects. The earliest settlers were
middle eastern and Slavic in origin and Kiev in the Ukraine was the
first settlement. Also early was Moscow and its primitive wooden
fortress, the Kremlin. It was established as the capital of Russia
Early czars (meaning "caesars") established a firm ruling hand and
strong military units to protect against would-be conquerors and to
keep domestic order. The Russian Orthodox Church flourished and
people were fervent in their religion. Moscow and the Kremlin became
the center of government, power, and culture.
In his lifetime, Peter the Great established linkages with the
European continent by wresting away from Sweden land which was
located on the river between Lake Ladoga and the Gulf of Finland, and
ultimately the Baltic Sea. There he established his new capital, St.
Petersburg, a magnificent city and a shining gem of Russian/European
culture. Most of the czars are buried there in his original
fortress, and his resting place sports fresh flowers even to this day.
Russia became one of the world's great industrializing nations
under the czars, but the oppression of the czars finally gave rise to
rebellion in 1917 when Lenin and others overthrew the last czar,
Nicholas II, in the square of the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg and
then preceded to create the U.S.S.R.. Moscow again became the
capital.
Communism promised to provide much for the common person but
fell far short, serving instead the elite few and their expansionist
dreams. The resources of the U.S.S.R. were developed primarily to
serve these dreams rather than being turned.to developing effectively
towards the common good.
Finally, communism brought economic chaos and economic disaster
-- and through peaceful means, individual freedom was established
mainly through Gorbachev's reforms and Boris Yeltsin's leadership in
the formation of the Commonwealth of Independent States (C.I.S.).
Through this process, communist satellites like Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, and the Baltics were freed. Minsk -not Moscow, not St. Petersburg -- was made the capital of the C.I.S.,
a rather surprising development.
Yeltsin's economic policy was to establish capitalism and the
free market system immediately. However, the C.I.S. is ill prepared
to operate under capitalism and the free market, as that presupposes
three important things:
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1) Substantial capital is available in the private
sector.
2) Competition will provide for competition in the
production and marketing of goods to drive
down prices.
3) Citizens and government at all levels possess a
familiarity with capitalistic mechanisms.
Russian citizens, in general, have no capital to create or
manufacture goods -- private property has not been the hallmark
of communism, where the state owns essentially all things. Those who
do have access to goods, for whatever reason, exact the highest
prices and feed the incendiary inflation which is now present in the
C.I.S. and Estonia. And what experience have the C.I.S. republics
had with capitalism -- a rather new game in town?
Yeltsin's policy did not provide a desirable transitionary
period for the radical change from communism. This continues to be a
source of great difficulty for his government. It is somewhat like
having a puppy grow up in a person's home, all its needs having been
provided for its entire lifetime, and suddenly whisking to the
jungles of South America with the comment: "Good luck: -- I hope you
make it O.K.! A Russian citizen I talked to said it this way:
"Most people when they change homes, build the
new house and when its built, move into it. Then they
dispose of the former residence. We have destroyed
our former house, and we have not yet even built the
foundation of the new house!"
The result of the end of communism and the beginning of
capitalism in the short run is to create serious shortages in
food and durable goods, rampant inflation, and continuing low
wages. People are forced to spend valuable time in long lines,
put up with low quality and suffer the indignities of the poor.
They go out onto the streets with their prized personal
possessions and family heirlooms and whatever else they might
happen to own and trade for food, clothing and the other barest
necessities of life.
Similarly, in the new world economy, Russia is at a decided
disadvantage. It lacks capital. Its ruble is nearly worthless
and basically unacceptable for world trade, at least until it is
freely traded and acquires a recognized value. It needs to
renew its aged, aging, and seriously deteriorated
infrastructure. The same is true of its transportation
systems. It is hard pressed to create modern vehicles, modern
transportation facilities, and modern fuels. It currently
cannot buy vehicles or parts from its former satellites because
of the relatively trivial value of its money, although barter
can sometimes be used.
It is against this backdrop that our visit took place.

4

C. GENERALIZED TRANSPORTATION NEEDS

The purpose of the trip was to establish personal
communication links with transportation officials, develop
relationships, determine how we could be of assistance,
specifically in transportation matters, but also in the context
of a friendly capitalistic nation supporting Russia's new found
freedoms so that it would not be compelled to revert to former
economic systems. This assistance and these linkages were to be
established both for the short term and long term.
Generally, in our meetings with Russian and Estonian
transportation officials, we pointed out that we were responding
to their invitation to provide assistance and asked how we could
be of assistance. The responses we received were varied:
a)
b)
c)

d)

Some officials made very specific requests.
Some said they would describe their problems
and let us figure out how we best could help.
Some said they'd consider the information
which they would obtain from our discussions,
think about it and get back to us.
Some said they were not lacking of any particular
piece of the whole, but the pieces needed to
be bigger and better.

Our discussion led to specific needs in the following
transportation related areas:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

General
Economic
Highway infrastructure
Highway Vehicles
Communications
Environmental
Rail & Transit
Education and Technology

There are obviously many other non-transportation realms
which we did not explore, for which serious needs exist. The
following sections touch on the nature of needs in each of these
realms.
1. General Needs
The Russian and Estonian Officials asked that we
help people understand their plight, consider their
problems, and suggest ways in which we can help -- and
then help. They were not requesting outright foreign
aid as such; indeed their systems for overseeing and
shepherding the proper use of such aid were
admittedly, and in their own words, not adequate.
Their requests for assistance took other forms.
- 5 -

2. Economic Needs
The most obvious need is to stabilize the ruble and
get it accepted on the international stage. As of this
writing, the World Bank has admitted the CIS to
membership. See Section D, "Specific Requests and
Desirable Efforts" for more detail on this topic. Beyond
that, basic education in capitalism is sorely needed. This
would include at least private property, investment,
profit, manufacturing, marketing, privatization, record
keeping, planning, research and development, and finance.
The need and desirability of joint ventures to provide
needed capital with the incentive of future profits was a
prevalent and widespread theme everywhere we went.
Loans and loan guarantees were desired.
Construction equipment was needed.
Relieving U.S. constraints with respect to foreign
investment was considered desirable.
Finally, and significantly, assistance was requested
in converting military plants to domestic and civilian
uses.
3. Highway Infrastructure
There are many miles of gravel roads in the C.I.S.
and Estonia. Paving these roads is important to an
adequate all-weather system. We were told of farm tractors
pulling vehicles from the roads, through the fields,
around the inadequate sections of roads (spring thaw) and
back onto the roads again, conditions at such times are so
poor.
There are very few highways which we could term even
"modern". Any multilane roads are either within the cities
or are arterials serving the cities for relatively short
distances. There is no unifying "Interstate" type system
for intercity passenger travel or goods movement. For a
country which encompasses one sixth of the world's land
area and one eighteenth of the world's population, its
highway system is woefully inadequate. Anecdotally, it is
also shorter to travel from St. Petersburg to Capetown,
South Africa than to travel from there to the far eastern
limits of Russia at the Pacific Ocean near Alaska. Moscow
city officials were delighted when Italian engineers built
a section of highway near Moscow International Airport
which survived one winter! Obviously, most streets in
Moscow survive more than one winter.
I take this comment as
indicative of a technology or communications gap which
needs attention. The problem is probably more acute in
rural areas.
- 6 -

Development of Russia's vast resources and both
internally and externally oriented goods movements so vital
to its economic independence will require a modern highway
and transportation network.
Signing and striping are not up to modern standards.
4. Highway Vehicles
Passenger cars are in short supply, inefficient in
terms of fuel consumption, use leaded fuel, and are highly
polluting. They are not allowed to travel in European
countries because of their pollution. Trucks are
primitive. They run on gasoline, not diesel fuel. There
are no Soviet built tractor-semitrailer combinations.
Their gross weight rarely exceeds 12-15 tons. As a
percentage of the vehicle weight, loads and carrying
capability are very small. Drivers and agencies are paid
by the trip, so loads are kept artificially low. The
efficiency benefits of modern dieselized heavy combination
trucks would certainly go a long way towards optimizing
highway transportation efficiency.
5. Communications Needs
Communications infrastructure is poor. Many families
have no phones. Modern telecommunications networks and
computer links need to be established. International
communications are subject to inordinate delays. Such
calls have to be scheduled in advance and people must wait
at the phone for hours to be connected as the timing of
calls cannot be predicted with any real accuracy.
Certainly, there is plenty of room for improvement here.
6. Environmental Needs
Air, lead, water, and industrial waste pollution
abounds. The rapid industrialization under Breshnev was
apparently not done with much concern for the environment.
Massive oil shale residue piles are a special problem for
Estonia. Serious clean-up efforts impede the economic
progress which must be made. Such things are considered
far worse than in the U.S. and modern European countries.
7. Rail & Transit Needs
Basically, rail and transit vehicles need to be
modernized. Sleeper service between Moscow and St.
Petersburg and Tallinn is extremely poor, from first hand
experience. The parts necessary for keeping existing
vehicles in service are difficult to get and are very
expensive. Existing vehicles are cannibalized to keep
others going. Vehicles supplied by former satellites,
especially Hungary, are expensive due to the fact that
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these countries are now independent and using their own
currencies. Hard currency is required for international
transactions.
Ticketing systems need to be upgraded. Round trip
train tickets to other countries cannot be purchased. They
must be purchased as single trip tickets in each
country.
The extraordinarily beautiful Moscow subway system has
real needs.
The Russian railroad track gauge is incompatible with
that of Europe. This is an obvious transportation
discontinuity which demands attention.
The condition of pavement between trolley tracks is
generally deplorable and impedes passenger and truck
turning traffic.
Trolley maintenance parks are inadequate and too few.
They do a remarkable job under trying circumstances,
however.
Equipment needs in both capital and maintenance areas
are apparent.
B. Educational and Technology Needs
A wide variety of educational and technology needs
were identified and verbalized. Several supplementary
exchanges were suggested. One of the most important came
from C.I.S. officials who requested that we train C.I.S.
transportation teachers, so that they could effectively
educate the doers within the C.I.S. when they returned.
Other areas of need were transportation planning,
principles of user taxation, transportation system and
component design, construction techniques, and frost
resistant infrastructure.
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D. SPECIFIC REQUESTS and DESIRABLE EFFORTS

The previous section was abstracted and generalized for the
CIS and Estonia from the following section. Redundancy is to be
expected. The purpose of this section is to list and comment on
specific requests which were made during the trip, to add items
which appear desirable from related conversations and the
context of the trip, and to suggest further steps which might be
taken by AASHTO and other organizations in order to provide the
degree of assistance which is desirable. The requests and
additions are listed by location and by category for
convenience. Requests directly made by C.I.S., Russian or
Estonian officials are designated by an asterisk (*).
Although
some overlap occurs, this format facilitates future reference
and preserves the source of the request. A full listing of the
specific requests and desirable efforts without related comments
appears in the appendix for convenience. The appendix also
includes names, addresses, phone numbers, and FAX numbers of
contacts established during the trip.
1. C.I.S/Moscow
a. General
*(1) "Consider our problems -- suggest how you can
help." -- general comment
*(2) Help people understand their plight
Often, the transportation officials preferred to
describe their problem areas and asked us to consider our
capabilities and to assist where possible. They also
wanted us to understand the nature and severity of the
problem, which is obviously acute.
b. Highway infrastructure
(1)

(2)

Help alleviate shortage of roads -- upgrade
gravel roadways and tie cities together with
modern highways
Environmental problems -- air quality, leaded
fuel

It was clear that both the C.I.S. and Estonia have
high percentages of the road system as gravel roads.
Intercity passenger and goods travel does not have the
benefit of an Interstate-type highway system. Our
assistance is needed in the way of planning, financing
(dedicated fund/road user principles), frost resistant
design and low-cost surfacing techniques. Principles of
pavement design and pavement management, bridge design
and management and vehicle/highway compatibility are
important to providing a moderii highway system with
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productive vehicles to foster economic growth, the
development of resources and the reorientation of
industrial capacity to more peaceful uses.
c. Highway Vehicles
*(1) Help alleviate shortage of modern autos &
trucks
(efficient/non-polluting/unleaded/diesel)
(2) Environmental problems -- air quality,
leaded fuel
*(3) They need spare parts (cars, trucks, trains,
trolleys, busses)
(4) Develop modern trucks and corresponding
highway network
Trucking was obviously deficient. Many small trucks
inefficiently running on leaded gasoline and haulers being
paid by the trip needs to give way to modern high
capacity dieselized environmentally controlled equipment
which can operate internationally. U. S. expertise and
assistance could be made available. Capital investment in
both vehicles and the highway network is sorely needed.
d. Communications
(1)

Improve communications

The need for this was detailed earlier in the report.
Modern communications would substantially support the
commerce which the C.I.S. needs to develop.
e. Environmental
(1)

Develop modern fuels

on

Modern fuels (unleaded gasoline and diesel) and more
productive vehicles need to be developed_ . Western
technology should be brought to bear
this obvious
problem.
f. Rail and Transit
*(1) Help alleviate shortage of transit vehicles &
parts
*(2) They need spare parts (cars, trucks, trains,
trolleys, busses)
*(3) Need for common ticketing systems so you can
buy round trip ticket in Russia
*(4) Assistance to build/provide more autobus
parks
*(5) Need to repair Moscow subway escalators and
put in faster ones at capacity bottlenecks
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Help in providing enterprise for creating
subway cleaning cars
Need to reconstruct and modernize turnstiles
Need technology to repair leaks in subway
tunnels at night
They want to produce subway cable in Russia
with American technology
Moscow's subway escalators need rehabilitation and new
parts. At certain congested locations, the slow speed of
the escalator (o£ all things!) controls the capacity of the
system. More and speedier escalators are needed at these
locations. Assistance in this effort was requested.
Subway officials also requested a joint venture to
create a cleaning car for scrubbing down the many subway
tunnels. Another joint venture was also requested for
producing subway electric cable.
Finally, because of their heavy day usage of the
subway system, they need a technology to effectively fix
tunnel water leaks during the off peak night hours.
g. Economic
*(1) Help stabilize ruble -- in World & European
Banks
*(2) Help educate about capitalism
Property/profit/investment/
manufacturing/privatization/record
keeping/planning/marketing
*(3) Help establish joint ventures to provide
scarce capital
*(4) Help American business to invest in Russia by
changing U.S. rules, provide investment tax
credit
*(5) Provide low interest loans, loan guarantees
*(6) Provide for construction vehicles
*(7) Assistance in converting military plants to
domestic uses
At this writing, The International Monetary Fund has
accepted the C.I.S. for membership. This was requested
over and over in the meetings. Although it represents a
big step, accompanying economic policies and effectiveness
of measures designed to restore health to the C.I.S.
economic system will in large part determine how stable the
ruble will be and its relative worth in the world market.
Also, former President Mikhail Gorbachev and President
Yeltsin have both made trips to the U.S. to foster
understanding and cooperation on several levels, including
economic. Several types of financial aid were requested.

The Russian understanding of capitalism at the working
levels is very poor. Substantial assistance is needed in
this regard.
Joint ventures were requested at every turn.
Importantly, the transportation and economic officials were
asking not so much for handouts in the form of
direct foreign aid, but were looking for sorely needed
foreign investment, loans and loan guarantees in the
form of "tools" so that they could pull themselves up, with
the promise of a sizeable share of resulting future profits
for investors. This is much like providing fishing poles
in addition to a small supply of fish to hungry
populations. The lifting of U.S. constraints standing in
the way of such investments was requested.
The benefits of helping the C.I.S. convert military
plants to domestic uses are obvious. How can we not
respond to that request?
h. Education and Technology
*(l) "Train our trainers" -- Russia's Ministry of
Transportation national & state level
*(2) Provide expertise in transportation planning
-- just scratching the surface
*(3) Teach principles of dedicated funding -- road
user tax principles
*(4) Provide technology via publications including
equipment, construction, manufacturing,
maintenance, and repair. (The road
design/construction book is 30 years old and
was written by a non-engineer.)
(5) Provide information on highway
design/construction techniques & inspection
(quality control)
(6) Teach them how to build a frost resistant
road
One of the most eloquent requests came from the C.I.S.
(Russian) representative of the Ministry of Transportation.
He asked us very personally and very convincingly to "train
our trainers", as he put it, both at the national and state
level. He wants a program to send his top educators and
professionals in the transportation field to the U.S. to
learn from us the things they need to know in order to
upgrade their transportation systems. This is a request of
major import and one which we should take very seriously.
Foreign aid funding could be effectively used in this
manner, providing for interpreters if necessary, would
provide a firm foundation for the efficient use of scarce
resources and would channel private investment in an
organized and efficient way. Selected universities and the
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university transportation centers would be ideal for this
purpose. Member departments and cities could provide
practical every day "know how". The cost of lodging might
be reduced if it were provided in private homes.
Reciprocal exchanges in areas where C.I.S. expertise is
pertinent, are acceptable to the C.I.S. in order to be
mutually beneficial and to reduce net cost.
The other points above are self explanatory.
2. St. Petersburg
a. General
*(1) "Consider our problems -- suggest how you can
help," -- general comment
This is the same general request as the C.I.S./Moscow
and Estonian officials made.
b. Highway Infrastructure
No specific requests were made here as city streets
were kept in fairly good repair, with the exception of
pavement between trolley tracks. Rural roads were in
obvious need of resurfacing, signing and striping. (See
C.I.S./Moscow section for other comments regarding rural
roads in general.)
c. Highway Vehicles
*(1) Privatize production and/or assembly of cars
and trucks
need 12,000 taxis -- have 4,300
need another 2,000 busses
It would appear that assembly plants would be in
first order of priority rather than creating new vehicle
manufacturing capability. Autos and trucks can be
imported. The need for capital and a hard currency hinders
progress in this regard, however. Any such manufacturing
capability should be directed to the nation"as a whole,
rather than just serving St. Petersburg alone.

d. Communications
Same as C.I.S./Moscow
e. Environment
(See C.I.S./Moscow above)

f. Rail and Transit
*(1) Provide information on typical 5,000,000
population city bus system -- funding,
capital improvement program, operations and
maintenance.
This was a specific request for in-depth information
on an American city of similar size. It appears that Los
Angeles, St. Petersburg's sister city, could be helpful in
this regard.
g. Economic
*(1) Exchange group of 15 people of small private
companies & deputies to visit a successful
U.S. private company.
A specific exchange of 15 persons aimed at increasing
knowledge of capitalism and its horizontal and vertical
integration was requested. It is important to St.
Petersburg in the context of transitioning to the free
market economy.
h. Educational and Technoloqy
*(1) Need U.S. info on PUC regulation of taxis,
trucks, busses
*(2) Get "Supertrain, NY"
Both items have been responded to at this writing.
3. Estonia
The reader is referred to a pamphlet in the appendix
"Estonian Transport" which give a general overview of
the transportation system.
a. General
*(1) "Consider our problems -- suggest how you can
help," -- general comment
(2) Estonia wants proposals to be made to them
for their consideration -- those proposals
should have local "expeditors"
In formulating joint ventures in any given realm,
Estonia would prefer to react to foreign initiatives in the
form of proposals. A local contact can significantly
smooth the way for necessary local cooperation and
approvals.

b. Highway Infrastructure
(1) Help with developing infrastructure -- 50% of
roads are gravel, and some capacity problems
occur on the rest of the system
*(2) Help Nat. Bd. of Safety go
European/International with signing and
regulations -- still using Russian system
Estonia's desire to adopt the European/International
signing and regulations should be assisted, as it will
dissolve artificial barriers and help pave the way for
eventual membership in the European Community, a stated
goal.
c. Highway Vehicles
*(1) Need a modern truck which can handle
international cargo, including containers
*(2) Need technology for maintenance of trucks
*(3) They need spare parts (cars, trucks,
trolleys, trains, busses)
*(4) They need diesel technology
only 20%
dieselized
*(5) They need to improve communication with
trucks
*(6) They need road services to be built along
highways
*(7) Estonia wants a consortium of transportation
companies to build vehicles responsibly & with
modern technology
Estonia clearly wants to be the gateway to and from
Russia from Europe, the Baltics and North America. It
is prepared to compete with Finland in this regard. Rail
and trucking from its modern deep water, warm water port in
Tallinn will serve as the overland conduit. Modern fueling
stations, restaurants, overnight accommodations and rest
stops will be a necessary complement to long-haul service
and Estonia is looking forward to providing such facilities
and to seeing them evolve in Russia, especially in
arterials serving St. Petersburg and Moscow:
Estonia would like a joint venture to build or
assemble vehicles, including highway vehicles.
d. Environmental
*(1) Help with environmental problems: i.e., air
quality, leaded gas, oil shale problem
The oil shale disposal problem is particular to
Estonia and western assistance_is desirable in its solution.
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e. Rail and Transit
*(1) They need spare parts (cars, trucks,
trolleys, trains, busses)
*(2) Estonia wants a consortium of transportation
companies to build vehicles responsibly &
with modern technology
*(3) Russian trains incompatible with Europe -Solution without off-loading: telescoping
axles? other?
It certainly would be desirable to match European,
Estonian, and C.I.S. train track gauges or to provide a
vehicle capable of operating on both gauges. Some
imagination is needed here.
f. Economic
*(1) Help stabilize ruble
*(2) Joint ventures -- transportation &
communications
*(3) They want a U.S. Truck company allied with
them to sell trucks in Estonia -- get them in
touch with car/truck manufacturer in U.S._
*(4) They need infrastructure for industry &
industrial plants
*(5) They want & need a good hotel in Tallinn -Sheraton, Hilton, or Marriott
*(6) There is a steel processing plant available
in the summer of 1992 -- offered to Canadians
*(7) Baltlink needs a freight forwarding partner in
Europe
*(8) Baltlink needs loads from Europe to
Scandinavia
Request 3, above, could prove to be mutually
beneficial. Sweden and Germany are tending to fill this
need. There may be a place for U.S. enterprise here,
especially in the longer term. Some communication has
occurred in this regard as of this writing.
The request for a good hotel will be passed along to
the indicated hotels.
Baltlink is a freight forwarding company (expediter).
They need a freight forwarding partner operating in Europe
and backhauls to Scandinavia. There may be institutional
restraints against such backhauls.
g. Education and Technology
(1) Provide publications, technical assistance &
technology
*(2) They need to increase the number of qualified
truck drivers
- 16 -

They need to improve communication with
trucks
Help Nat. Ed. of Safety go
European/International with signing and
regulations -- still using Russian system
They need information technology -- only 10%
have phones (rural) and 30% have phones
(urban)
Communications and information technology is poor but
Estonians have plans to improve it with fiber optic
connectors. In fact, communication links, improved highway
infrastructure, and controlled targeted development will all
overlay one another in selected corridors -- forward
looking planning.
Estonia appears to be at least two years ahead of the
C.I.S. in implementing the free market system. They, of
course, had prior experience with such a system before
being absorbed by the U.S.S.R. under the Hitler/Stalin
agreement, during the course of World War II.
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E. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER ACTION AND CLOSURE

The foregoing has been a very brief summary of the
events and findings of this first ever national level
U.S. outreach effort in transportation with the C.I.S. and
Estonia (after re-achieving independence). The object of
the trip was to establish personal and inter-organizational
lines of communication, explore areas where the U.S., U.S.
political subdivisions, business organizations, and
individuals can help. The logical follow up to the trip,
of course, is communication with such entities so that
needs and resources at several levels can be matched.
It was not possible in the two-week time frame of the
trip, to get very detailed in several areas, although a
good feeling for areas of need was obtained. Follow up
trips and exchanges for the purpose of further detailing
and serving specific needs would be desirable, especially
with C.I.S. and Estonian professionals, in the planning
and traditional engineering disciplines. The very
specific request from the CIS Ministry of Transportation
with regard to training his trainers and the St. Petersburg
request for a group of 15 people to visit a successful U.S.
private company should definitely be followed up. Such
visits should be fully financed by the federal government
as part of its foreign aid and other outreach efforts.
Corporations could also contribute under Section 6003 of
the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of
1991 -- Intermodal Outreach Program. States, cities, and
towns are urged to participate in some form of sister
city/town program to assist at that level. Finally,
corporations, organizations, and individuals are encouraged
to lend whatever assistance they can in the overall effort.
In that regard, I have enclosed a report from the June
8, 1992 NGA "Governors Bulletin" concerning outreach
efforts in many social relms. It is particularly sparce
with respect to transportation assistance. It appears that
the transportation sector is lagging many other outreach
efforts.
AASHTO is to be highly commended for its remarkable
foresight and its unhesitating acceptance of professional
and social responsibility in supporting this trip to Russia
and Estonia, at this critical juncture in world history.
Beyond that, it is recognized that AASHTO's resources are
limited with respect to financing strong independent
assistance efforts, but its expertise, publications, and
contacts can be extremely useful in providing impetus,
support, and encouragement for such efforts.
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The trip was highly successful in establishing the
intended contacts as a prerequisite to further activity.
Interested individuals may contact me at the following
addresses and phone numbers for further information or
coordinating assistance:
Work

Home

Gedeon G. Picher
Director, Office of Policy Analysis
Maine Dept. of Transportation
State House Station 16
Augusta, ME 04333
Tel.: 207 287-2829
Fax: 207 287-2896

Gedeon G. Picher
229 Lake St.
Auburn, ME 04210
Tel.: 207 786-0038

Any portion of this summary report may be reproduced
without permission and without credit in order to maximize
its usefulness.
I wish to acknowledge the assistance of and formally
thank the following organizations for making my trip
possible:
American Association of State Highway
and Transportation Officials
Maine Better Transportation Association
Maine Turnpike Authority
Maine-New Hampshire Interstate Bridge Authority
Maine Department of Transportation
St. Philip's Parish, Auburn, ME
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APPENDIX

1.

Required and Desirable Assistance

2.

Russian Trip Contact - Business Cards

3.

June 8, 1992 N.G.A. Governors' Bulletin

4.

Estonian Transport

RUSSIAN TRIP CONTACTS
RUSSIA
Name/Address/Telephone

Eugeni V. Barchenkov
Commercial Director
Center,For International Projects
129010 USSR, Moscow
pr. Mira, 36
Tel: 280-01-45
Fax: (095) 288-9587

Boris Bykov
Center For International Projects
129010 USSR, Moscow
pr. Mira, 36
Tel: 280-01-45
Fax: (095) 288-9587

Valery N. Ivanov
Chief of Department for External
Economic Relations
101433, Moscow
Sadovaya Samotechnaya, 10
Tel: 299 42 75
Telex: 411476 GIAT SU
Fax: 200 26 78

Valerij Valentinovich Kinkuljkin
Head
Government of Moscow
Committee of Passenger Transport
Department of Foreign Economic Activities
113035, Moscow
Raushskaya nab., 22
Tel: 208 80 31
Fax: 208 80 86

Vyacheslav M. Parfenov
Chief of Sub-division for International Organizations
Department of External Relations
Ministry of Transport
Fussian Federation
101433, Moscow, GSP-4
Sadovaja-Samotechnaja St., 10
Tel: 200 14 19
Telex: 411476
Fax: 200 26 78

Russia Contacts Cont'd

RUSSIA

Agapov Yurij Petrovich
First Vice-President of Committee
Government of Moscow
Committee of Passenger Transport
113035, Moscow
Raushskaya nab., 22
Tel: 231 72 37
Fax: 208 80 86
208 82 50

Jakov V. Serov
Chief of Protocol Sub-division
Department of External Economic Relations
Ministry of Transport RSFSR
101433, Moscow
Sadovaya Samotechnaya, 10
Tel: 200 14 85
Telex: 411476 GIAT SU
Fax: 200 14 85

Igor K. Yermolenko
Deputy Director
Moscow Metropolitan
41, Prospect Mira,
Moscow, 129110, USSR
Tel: 288 0913
Fax: 095 971 3167
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Russia Contacts Cont'd.

ST. PETERSBURG

Vera N. Brovkina
First Vice-Chairman
Leningrad Regional Peace Committee
USSR 191011, Leningrad
Fontanka, 21
Hause of Peace and Friendshap
Tel: 314 83 21

Konstantin Elanov
Committee for Transport
Saint Petersburg City Council
of People's Deputies
St. Petersburg,190107
Isaakievskaya p1., 6
Tel: (812) 319 90 56
Telex: 121575 LSWS SU
Fax: (812) 310 47 76
Home:
St. Petersburg 193224, p.b.442
Tel: (812) 263 39 34

Vladimir N. Eroshenkov
Executive Secretary of Transport Committee
Leningrad City Council
190107 Leningrad,
Isaakievskaya Sq., 6
Russia
Tel: 319 94 48
Telex: 121575 LS UWS
Fax: (812) 310 47 76
Home: 588 46 52

Igor P. Kiselev, PhD.
Director
Russian Joint-Stock Company
"High-Speed Main Lines"
The Board of Social Problems and Ecology
St. Petersburg,
Fontanka emb. No. 113
Room 7-430
Tel: (812) 168 87 84
Fax: (812) 315 10 84
Home:
190068 St. Petersburg,
P.O. Box 462
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Russia Contacts Cont'd

ST_ PETERSBURG

Nonna Tikhomirova, Interpreter
Guiding & Interpreting
International Guide Service Co. LTD
Russia
St. Petersburg,
Isaakievskaya, 11
Tel: (812) 312 24 38
(812) 312 12 46
Home: (812) 164 98 70
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Russia Contacts Cont'd

ESTONIA

Raimu Aas
General Manager
EACC AUTO
21 Tahetorni Street
Tallinn Estonia 200016
Tel: (0142) 513 628
Fax: (0142) 532 096
Telex: 173258 ECOOP SU

Kostel Gerndorf
200902
Sacie, Raunapoik 4
Tel: 66 6928
Home: 59 68 85

Aleksander Kaldas
Technical Director
Deputy Chief of the Administration
Estonian Road Administration
24 Pamu Road
200 001 Tallinn, Estonia
Tel: (70142) 44 23 81
Fax: (70142) 44 03 57

Vello Kaldmae
Head of Division
The Estonian Traffic Safety Department
Tallinn, 200001
Lastekodu Str. 31
Tel: 42 33 81
Fax: (0142) 43 36 15

Toomas Kutsar
Transport Director
Baltlink Estonian-Finnish-Austria
Joint Venture
Tartu Mnt. 13
200105 Tallinn
Republic of Estonia
Tel: (0142) 427138
(0142) 426388
Fax: (0142) 450893
Telex: 173211 BLINK SU
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Russian Contacts Cont'd

ESTONIA

Alar Lohmus
Expert
Baltlink LTD / Transport Department /
Tartu Mnt. 13
200105 Tallinn
Republic of Estonia
Tel: (0145) 42 10 03
Fax: (0145) 45 08 93
Telex: 173211 BLINK SU

Tiit Naber
International Director
Estonian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Toom-Kooli 17. EE0106, Tallinn, Estonia
Tel: (0142) 443 859
Fax: 7(0142) 443 656
Telex: 173254 KODA SU

Tiit Pahapill
Foreign Co-operation Department Manager
EACC AUTO
21 Tahetorni Street
Tallinn Estonia 200016
Tel: (0142) 532 096
Fax: (0142) 532 096
Telex: 173258 ECOOP SU

Hellat Rumvolt
Director General
The Estonian Traffic Safety Department
Tallinn, 200001
Lastekodu Str. 31
Tel: 42 49 49
Fax: (0142) 43 36 15

Jaak Saalik
Head of Road Transport Department
Ministry of Transport and Communications
9, Viru Street
EEO100 Tallinn
Republic of Estonia
Tel: (7 0142) 441 785
(7 0142) 443 842
Fax: (7 0142) 449 206
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Russian Contacts Cont'd

ESTONIA

Kersten Saar
Director
A/S„ S&S Konsultatsioonifirma
Tallinn
Narva Mnt. 25
Vorgu 2-56
Tel: 42 49 39
32 54 56

Kalju Vainola
Deputy Director General
The Estonian Traffic Safety Department
Tallinn, 200001
Lastekodu Str. 31
Tel: 42 23 94
Fax: (0142) 43 36 15

Vivika Ennok, Interpreter
Tallinn 200006 KIRSI 6-27
Estonia
Tel: (7 0142) 499 322
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FOREIGN RELATIONS

States Forging New Ties with Russian Republics
Efforts include trade missions, targeted promotions, cultural programs
By Scott Bailey
Cates are developing new relationships with newly independent republics in the former
Soviet Union. According to a
recent NGA In Brief, states have sponsored trade missions, developed trade
promotion efforts targeted to the republics, developed cultural programs to foster better relations, and participated in
humanitarian assistance programs.
Ten governors have traveled to what is
now the former Soviet Union over the last
two years. Many more delegations were
led by other state officials. The visits
have focused primarily on exploring trade
opportunities, although many trips also
had non-trade components, such as technical assistance or educational exchange.
Some states are promoting specific
sectors of trade with newly independent
republics. Minnesota, New Jersey, Virginia, and Wisconsin are emphasizing
both pollution control and medical equipment. Virginia sees potential for telecommunications.
Illinois is concentrating on machine
tools and metal working, automotive
parts, and telecommunications. Kansas
has given priority to agricultural products, tr~an_s~ortation services, and grain
hand l"ing and storage. Georgia is focusing on agriculture and food processing.
Oklahoma is concentrating on the oil and
gas industry. Indiana sees opportunities
for its housing industry.
Other states have targeted specific republics or regions for promoting overall
trade. Minnesota has developed ties with
Russia, Belarus, and Kazakhstan; Kansas
and Wyoming have focused on Russia;
Colorado has concentrated on Russia and

Uzbekistan; and Idaho is developing a
relationship with Kirghizia.
Five states have signed formal sisterstate agreements: Alaska and the
Khabarovsk region; Georgia and the Republic of Georgia; Illinois and the Russian Federation; Iowa and the Stavropol
region; Vermont and the Kareli region.
The number of sister-state relationships
is expected to grow. In addition to statelevel agreements, there is a vast network
of sister cities involving all the republics
and twenty-seven states, according to
Sister Cities Intemational. Many other
states—California, Colorado, Idaho, Indiana, Maryland, New York, and Rhode
Island—have other types of specialized

Russian Republics
Continuedfrom page I
publics. For example, international trade

offices in Michigan and Arkansas are
providing assistance and acting as referral agencies for the numerous private
trade and cultural efforts already underway in their states.
The Russian Winter Campaign is an
example of states working with private
groups to provide humanitarian assistance to the republics. Arkansas, Georgia, Idaho, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania,
Utah, and Wisconsin have participated in
this project, which was designed to provide the republics with 100 to 150 tons of
food and medicine from each state. An
initiative of the nonprofit Intemational
Foreign Policy Association, the program
arranges transportation and helps distribute supplies to designated cities and institutions. The campaign will continue until

agreements. These agreements have initiated cultural exchanges, educational exchanges, technical assistance projects,
and governmental exchanges.
A number of states, such as Illinois,
Maryland, New Jersey, New York, and
Rhode Island, have helped organize and
facilitate visits of official and business
delegations from the republics. State government officials often play a role by
explaining the workings of U.S. subcentral government, the democratic process, and the free market system.
States also are helping with private
initiatives in the newly independent re-

z

Continued on page 3

September 1992.
Idaho, Maryland, and Washington are
working with the Fund for Democracy
and Development, a private nonprofit
group that provides logistical support to
transport food, medicines, and other goods
to the republics and Georgia.
Ten national associations of state and
local government officials are exploring
a collective initiative that would establish a technical assistance network aimed
at helping republic and oblast officials
with problems of governance. (Oblasts
are regions of the new republics similar to
states.) This project might include governors, mayors, legislators, county executives, and others assisting their counterparts in the republics with matters such as
planning, budgeting, and management.
The project is being developed in cooperation with the U.S. Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations. The
initiative resulted from a visit to Moscow

in December 1991 of a delegation of
federal, state, and local officials to discuss federalism. NGA Chairman, Missouri Gov. John Ashcroft, was a member
of the delegation.
Othergroups of state and local officials
are developing similar projects. For example, state agriculture commissioners
and land grant university officials are
reviewing a proposal to promote agriculture-based pairings of states and oblasts.
These pairings would promote activities
ranging from farmer-to-farmerexchanges
to agribusiness and food distribution technical assistance. Colorado Gov. Roy
Romer and Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad
ret endy wrote to all governors explaining the proposal and announcing a July
conference in Colorado to consider the
proposal.■
Scott Bailey is a senior staff assistant for
international trade at NGA.
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The transpprt system of the Republic of Estonia includes road, railway, sea, river, air and pipeline transp ; , .
At present all kinds of transport, except pipelines, are(:
rected by the Estonian Ministry of Transport and Commune\.tions. This statement is, however, somewhat premature, since
railway, sea and air transport have not _vet been subordinated to Estonia. The Waterways and Aviation Boards established by the Ministry of Transport and Communications
are at present making preparations for the time when these
kinds of transport will be subjected to Estonia. The Ministry includes the Railway Department. The Estonian Road Board
has been organized, to take over the administration of the
state highways, arrange their maintenance and take care for
traffic safety.
The highway network is relatively well developed and
its density is the highest in the USSR and corresponds to
that of Central European industrial states. The lengths of
transport network are shown in Table 1.
Table 1
Lengths of railways and highways (by the end of the year)
Length of railways
Year

19 80
1985
1989

Length of highways

overall
length

to 1000 km2
of territory

overall
length, th km

993
1009
1026

22.0
22.4
22.7

27.3
28.1
30.2

to 1000 km2 of
territory, km
605.3
623.0
669.6

By the end of 1989 there were 132 km of electric railway. Of the overall length of highways there was 28.7 tr ~sand kilometres of asphalt roads and 8.1 thousand kilome,,•l •
of metalled roads. There are no modern speedways with diL-"
rent-level crossings. Only the first sections have been
built near Tallinn on the Leningrad, Parnu and Tartu highways.
Traffic thoroughfares include also the inner waterways
and airlines. The importance of Estonian inner waterways is
rather small,as only the lower reaches of the Emaj6gi, Lakes
V6rtsjary and Peipsi, the Narva Reservoir and the upper
course of the Narva River are navigable. The length of inner
waterways is 520 kilometres. The length of airlines has remained unchanged for last years - 2 065 kilometres without
overlaps.
2

J
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Estonia's domestic transport is dominated
by motor
transport. Table 2 shows the number of passengers of public
transport.
Table 2
Plumber of passengers using different kinds of
public transport (millions)
Year
Kind of transport
1 98O

1985

1989

P.ailways
of whole
Motor transport (buses)
% of whole
Sea transport
of whole
River transport
of whole
Air transport
of whole

36.7
9.6
345.3
90.1
1 .0
O.3
0.1
0.0
0.5
0.1

32.6
7.5
4O1 .9
92.1
1 .2
O.3
O.1
0.0
O.5
O.1

25.1
5.7
414.2
93.8
1.6
0.1
0.1
0.0
O.5
O.1

Total

383.6

436.3

441 .5

The situation chancres, if we consider passenger turnover. The relative importance of railways and airlines increases, as their average distances are longer than those of
the other kinds of transport (Table 3).
Table 3
Passenger turnover in different kinds of public transport
(millions of kilometres per passenger)
Year
Kind of transport
' >

198O

1985

1989

1582
25.2
3658
58.4
25
O.4
11
O.2
990
15.8

1649
23.2
4279
60.3
32
0.5
12
O.2
113O
15.9

1562
21 .1
4516
61 .1
48
0.6
6
0.1
1261
17.1

6266

71O2

7393

!I
railways
of general
Motor transport
b of general
Sea transport,
of general
River transport
of general
Air transport
a of general
Total

turnover
(buses)
turnover
turnover
turnover
turnover

As we can see from the tables, the number of passengers
has fallen during the latter years. It can be caused by a
number of reasons. Transport has not remained untouched
the general economic decline. This is particularly evid ~ ~i •
in the case of railway transport. As commuter trains give'. .•
profit, the railway administration is not interested in operating them. Yet commuter traffic makes up more than 90
of
the general volume of passenger transport. Another reason is
probably the introduction of measures for the protection of
the domestic market, which has somewhat reduced the number
of buyers from the USSR. Motor transport has been influenced
by the lack of fuel.
The number of privately-owned cars is increasing. Although Estonia is still far behind the Western countries in
this respect, cars have already become a serious competitor
to the public transport. Table 4 shows the increase of the
number of cars in Estonia during last years.
Table 4
Number of cars in Estonia
(by the end of the year)
Number of cars

Cars per 1000 inhabitants

Year
total
198O
1985
1986
1987
1 988
1989

123448
172846
181686
193523
2O5814
222O94

privately-owned
117495
167376
175957
187551
198257
214132

total

privately-owned

83.2
112.1
116.8
123.2
13O.9
14O.3

79.1
1O8.5
113.1
119.4
126.O
135.2

Up to 1989 the number of private cars increased by approximately 10 000 cars per year, in 1989 by 15 000 cars per
year. The number of state-owned cars has not significant) i
increased.
The number of sea and airline passengers has been ris-"
ing consistently. The increase in sea transport is probably
caused by improved possibilities of foreign travel.
In freight haul, motor -.transport holds the first place
in tonnage of freight. (Table 5).
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Table 5
Freight hauled by different kinds of transport
(millions of tons)
Year
Kind of transport
198O

1985

1989

Railways
of total volume
Road transport
of total volume
Sea transport
% of total volume
River transport
of total volume

27.1
11.3
2O7.9
87.1
3.6
1 .5
O.2
0.1

29.2
11 .8
214.3
86.4
4.1
1.6
0.3
0.1

32.9
13.0
213.9
84.3
6.5
2.6
0.3
0.1

Total

238.8

247.9

253.6

There is no data concerning air freight transport due
to its small volume. In 1989 5.4 thousand tons of freight
and mail was transported by air.
Sea transport holds first place in freight turnover due
to its long average distance - 2 O38 kilometres in 1989.
Table 6
Freight traffic of different kinds of transport
(millions of ton kilometres)
Year
Kind of transport

Railways
of total volume
r transport
of total volume
Sea transport
of total volume
P.iver transport
% of total volume
Air transport
of total volume

1980

1985

5919
33.6
4218
24.O
.8688
49.3
10
0.1
12
0.1

6446
31.8
44O6
21 .7
9322
46.0
12
0.1
11
0.1

1989
7609
2O.7
4761
13.0
24378
66.3
5
0.0
9
0.0

The table shows the rapidly rising importance of sea
transport, which considerably surpasses that of railways and
motor transport. This is caused by the opening of Tallinn
New Port at the end of 1986 and the use of new large carrying-capacity ships by the Estonian Shipping Company, which

Y+
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were mostly carrying grain from the American continent. The
freight traffic of other kinds of transport has decreased in
1989, in relative as well as in absolute terms.
As motor transport has always been subjected to Esc i
nian authorities, it has been comparatively easier to dii:
its development. For this reason it has reacted more reads<y
to the needs of economy. Transport administration has undergone significant changes last years, especially where motor
transport is concerned. Decentralization of administration
has turned the former public motor transport enterprises
into independent firms without any higher authorities. The
Ministry of Transport and Communications is no longer directly controlling the work of transport enterprises; instead its primary task is controlling and supervising the
operation and development of Estonian transport, road system
and traffic organization and safety. The Ministry controls
its operations and development by using legal and economic
means, without interfering with the enterprises' activities.
The minister is responsible for the whole transport complex
of Estonia, which includes all enterprises, institutions and
organizations dealing with transport, roads and traffic,
regardless of their main sphere of activity, departmental
belonging or form of ownership, as well as private transport.
t)ith the elimination of direct control by higher authorities, the independent transport enterprises had to organize themselves in order to protect their common interests.
The Union of Motor Transport Enterprises was founded by 33
transport enterprises on March 12, 1990. According to its
statute the Union is a non-profit organization, which develops cooperation between its members, protects their interests and rights in other organizations, provides them with
consultations, develops cooperation with other organizations
both in Estonia and abroad. Both Estonian and foreign enterprises can apply for membership regardless of form of ownership.
The general situation of motor transport is as follc_ln
though the basic needs of the economy are met, the aual'J
of services is low, as a number of current orders are not
met at all or in proper time. The amount of services needing
special vehicles is small, there is no system of delivering
small shipments.
In July 1989 a stock company "Baltlink" started operations, founded as an Estonian-Finnish joint venture. "Baltlink" specializes in transit transport from Finland to Western Europe. In Helsinki half-trailers are loaded on the
lighters of joint venture "Tallink" and shipped to the Tallinn New Port. From there "Baltlink" vehicles take the trai-

6

lers to their destination.
"Baltlink" has also undertaken to
develop the infrastructure
of the route (hotels, motels, catering, services) .
The vehicle park has been somewhat renewed during last
ors but a major part of it still
consists of near -obsolete
uneconomical and have low dynamic crualitypes,
which are
ties. The more outdated vehicles have been generally concentrated to smaller enterprises,
which also have limited repair capacity.
There is an undue proprotion of general-purpose medium-load trucks and a lack of small -load trucks and
vehicles with special bodies and ecTuipment. The Soviet automobile industry is at present incapable of building vehicles
answering to
international
while Estonia is yet
standards,
unable to buy large numbers of Glestern-built cars.
The repair
arrangements are based on natural economy,
where every enterprise provides
its own repair and maintenance. Only major repair of cars and their units is done in
specialized repair factories.
But the cruality of their work
is generally
low and the cost high. However, due to the general lack of spare parts in the USSR, using the services of
the repair plants is often the only alternative.
also apply to the cruality of
The same considerations
passenger traffic.
The productivity of one bus seat in passenger kilometres per twenty-four hours has been constantly
rising,
which means that the load of buses is increasing.
Also
particularly
overloaded during peak hours.
Buses are
Alof traffic
the regularity
is not quite satisfactory.
the
show it
as high as 98 %,
though statistical
reports
actual figure is
much lower. Checkups have shown that only
The unsome 75 9 of buses manage to keep to the time-table.
satisfactory
regularity
traffic
is partly caused by insufficient repair facilities
and the lack of spare parts, partly
Efficient control
control and supervision.
by insufficient
and checkup systems are expensive and because of drivers'
Another reason for the
discipline
probably unreliable.
J
efficiency of
supervision is that the checkups are perare
hed by the enterprises' own employees, who naturally
not interested
in exposing their shortcomings.
Since X99O a new system has been employed, which is exto urban
of enterprises
the interest
pected "to stimulate
according to which the bus services are ordered and
lines,
administration.
As the urban lines were
paid by the local
in
were not interested
the
bus enterprises
loss -making,
to guathem. The present price is established as sufficient
The local adminisrantee the enterprise
its normal profit.
tration receives the income from the sale of tickets and cofor buying the services from its own budvers the deficit
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get. The unit of service is seat per kilometre. The enterprise is paid for actual work but not more than the contract
specifies.
Lately cooperative and private taxis have been allc
to operate alongside the state-owned taxis. But the s1
rise of the number of cabs has not satisfied the den lnd i, i
has it created the competition that was expected.
The public transport in Tallinn uses trams and trolleybuses as well as buses. T4hile the length of tram lines has
remained virtually unchanged for over 2O years, the number
of trolley-bus lines has been regularly growing since 1965
when the first line was opened. At present there are four
tram lines with the length of practically used railways 39
kilometres, and 9 trolley-bus lines with the length of 77.8
kilometres. In 1989 trams carried an estimated 108.3 million
and trolley-buses an estimated 92.3 million passengers.
These figures do not show the actual number of passengers,
however, as there are monthly tickets and single tickets
which are valid for buses, trams and trolley-buses.
Railway transport in Estonia is controlled by the Estonian Railway Department of the Baltic Railway of the USSR
Ministry of Railways. The Railway Department includes 18
self-financing enterprises and 90 railway stations, 59 of
which can also handle freight traffic.
The majority of railway transport is concentrated on
the Tapa-Narva section and is mainly connected with oil
shale transport. Oil shale transport makes up approximately
40 % of freight traffic.
At present the railway transport capacity is nearly exof their cahausted, some sections are used up to 95 - 97
pacity. Stations lack shunting capacity for large numbers of
cars and stopping time of transit cars in several technologically important stations is rather high.
Railroads themselves are technically in a particularly
bad state. This is caused by the lack of details, sleepers,
railway workers. It results in a decrease of train sF i'
safety standards and general carrying capacity. 70 3> j
existing electric commuter trains are amortized. Among toe
reasons of this deterioration are the Department's limited
opportunities to determine its development. The Baltic Railway Administration in Riga has paid little attention to the
development of Estonian railways. The first step towards
better operation should be the restoration of independent
Estonian Railways. Railway must be turned into an enterprise
which offers and sells its services.
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Railways. Railway must be turned into an enterprise which
offers and sells its services.
Marine transport is operated mainly by the Estonian
~ipping Company, which is subordinated to the USSR Ministry
Shipping. Estonian Shipping Company controls the ships as
well as some ports and Loksa Ship Repair Plant.
At the end of 1989 the merchant fleet of Estonian Shipping Company consistea of 82 ships with summary gross registered tonnage of 4O5 000 and a carrying capacity of
474 000 tons. All ships are bulk carriers. 65
of the fleet
are over 15 years old, that means nearing o~soiescence. Operating these ships increases expenses (increased stevedore
costs, extra insurance of cargo). The outdated construction
of the ships prevents the use of high-efficiency loading
equipment.
Among the modern ships the Ro-Ro ships should be mentioned. These are expensive ships and a constant flow of
traffic is a necessary pre-requisite of their operation. As
the Tallinn New Harbour was completed and used for grain
transport, the Estonian Shipping Company received new large
tonnage bulk carriers. Due to this the carrvincr capacity of
the fleet was nearly doubled in five years: 236 600 tons in
1985 and 43O 900 tons in 1989.
The Estonian Shipping Company traditionally operates on
the Baltic Sea, the North Sea and European Harbours up to
the Bay of Biscay. During last years some new routes have
been added: traffic to Cuba and grain carrying from the USA
and Canada.
•
The Estonian Shipping Company serves unilaterally five
lines:
- Tallinn - West Africa
- Scanlevant
- Tallinn - Stockholm
- Tallinn - Helsinki
f STS (Scandinavian Tallinn Service)
Together with its partners - Polish Ocean Lines and VEB
tfracht Seereederei Estonian Shipping Company participates in the operation of the international line "Uniafrica"
Coastal traffic is mainly concerned with supplying the
island, carrying gravel from Viiburi and running ferry service between the continent and islands.
The Tallinn New Harbour is the largest in Estonia. It
is highly mechanized and specialized for loading grain, frozen goods and mineral building materials. The design capacity of the harbour is as. follows:

- grain
- 5.O million tons per year
- frozen goods
- O.5
- O.4
- mineral building materials
The grain elevator of the harbour can hold 3OO OOO
of grain, the cold storage holds 5 OOO tons of goods.
The harbour can receive ships of up to 1OO OOO ton
load capacity. However, some constructions, including the
jetties, are unfinished and wind of certain force and direction can disturb the operation.
Second to the New Harbour is the Tallinn Maritime Trade
Harbour. Principal goods that pass through it are coal, metal, timber and containers, but the full list is much more
extensive. The Maritime Trade Harbour also controls ports at
Virtsu, Kuivastu, RohukUla, Heltermaa and Ro.omassaare.
The faritime Trade Harbour also includes two passenger
piers and two passenger terminals. The Tallinn-Helsinki line
is serviced by three ships: the "Georg Ots", the "Tallink"
and the "Sinilind", while the "f:ord Estonia" runs between
Tallinn and Stockhoi since 199O.
The Loksa Ship Repair Plant performs two main tasks:
ship repair and.shibuilding. The limited carrying capacity
of the floating dock (4 OOO tons) permits to repair only
smaller vessels, thus the Estonian Shipping Company lacks a
local repair base for majority of its fleet. In 1986 the
lighter shor. was rut into o^eration, with the designed production capacity of 12O lighters per year. The decision to
build the lighter shoe to Loksa was of rather questionable
value. The material is brought mainly from the Ural region,
the labour was employed mostly from outside Estonia, while
the 'production is transnorted to the Black Sea. In a few
years there will be lesser need for the lighters and it is
already time to decide how to redesign the lighter shoo.
The possibilities of river transrort in Estonia are rather limited due to the lack of navigable rivers. These oppurtunities could be extended by building sluices on t'~
Narva River, which would enable shipping, between Lake Pei.
and the sea. Because of very high cost this plan has not
been realized.
The Tartu River Port is the main base of the river
fleet and also the largest river port in Estonia. It has relatively good repair shops which also build ships and vessels. As transporting new ships to inland waters is complicated, the river fleet is by now quite outdated.
The majority of cargoes, trans?orted by river, consists
of mineral building materials (sand, gravel). As their resources close to waterways are nearly exhausted and the environment protection authorities prohibit opening new Pits
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in the Lake Peipsi region, sand must be transported in future from Pannjarve to Vasknarva by trucks and from there
' ipped to Tartu.
Air transport in Estonia is controlled by the Estonian
'iil Aviation Administration of the USSR Ministry of Civil
Aviation. The centre of Estonian air transport is the Tallinn Airport, which also controls airports in Tartu, Parnu,
Viljandi, Kuressaare and Kardla, as well as airstrips in
Ruhnu, Kihnu and Piirissaar. The main volume of air traffic
is concerned with flights between Estonia and other republics, regular flights inside Estonia occur only between Tallinn and Kuressaare as well as Tallinn and Kardla. There are
first international lines between Tallinn and Helsinki and
Tallinn and Stockholm. The obsolescence of aircraft poses
certain problems. Soviet aircraft industry is incapable of
producing aircraft corresponding to the standards of the
world market.
A non-profit organization, Estonian Aviation Society,
has been established to provoke interest in aviation, to
train aviation personnel and to involve aviation enthusiasts
and young people.
Pipeline transport in Estonia is currently represented
by a gas pipeline with the length of the main line of 633
kilometres. A new line Viresi - Tallinn is under construction and is expected to be completed in 1991.
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ENTERPRISES OF MOTOR TRANSPORT
Ahtme Motor Depot
Address
Ahtme rant. 74
202020 Ahtme
Laane-Virumaa
(232) 3 31 04
Telephone
Field of activities: goods transportation
The Stock Company "Baltlink"
Address
Tartu runt. 13
200105 Tallinn
Telephone
42 10 03
Telefax
45 08 93
Teletype
17 32 11 BLINK SU
Field of activities: road haulage from Finland to West-Europe
The Motor Depot "Pae"
Address
Vaike-Paala 1
200014 Tallinn
Telephone
21 23 80
Field of activities: goods transportation
The Motor Depot "Tallinn Victuals_ Transportation"
Address
Leningradi runt. 38
200109 Tallinn
Telephone
21 20 51
Telex
17 38 83
17 31 71
Teletype
Field of activities: transportation of foods products
The Motor Transport Association "Tartu Road Haulage"
Address
Aardla 23
202400 Tartu
Telephone
(234) 7 33 79
67 32 11 FURGOON
Teletype
Field of activities: goods transportation
The Bus Enterprise "Mootor"
Address
Suur-Sojamae 4
2QQ1O4 Tallinn
Telephone
21 14 09
Telefax
21 14 09
Fields of activities: passenger traffic on suburban lines of
Tallinn, on country lines and on interrepublican lines;
transportation by orders
Telephone for ordering a bus: 21 20 21
Sale of bus tickets: in the Bus Station of Country Lines, Lastekodu 46
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Advance sale of bus tickets: Parnu mnt. 24
A.H. Tammsaare tee 109
Mustamae tee 159
Telephone for ticket booking: 43 28 57
Information: 42 25 49
44 44 84
The Expedite Enterprise "Tallinn Road Haulage"
Address
Leningradi mnt. 46
200104 Tallinn
Telephone
21 57 40
Telefax
21 57 40
Telex
17 31 27 TAVSU
Information 58 88 08
Fields of activities: declearing of goods and customs operations; goods transportation at home and abroad.
The ECCRU Association "Auto"
Address
Tahetorni 21
200016 Tal4.inn
Telephone
51 36 28
Field of activities: goods transportation
Haapsalu Motor Depot
Address
Lihula rant. 11
203170 Haapsalu
Telephone
(247) 5 52 73
17 37 20
Teletype
Fields of activities: passenger traffic by buses
taxis; goods transportation
Telephone of the Bus Station: 4 49 46

and by

Harju Motor Depot
Address
Fosforiidi 14
200091 Maardu
Telephone
23 34 60
F' -ld of activities: goods transportation
Hiiumaa Motor Depot
Address
K6rgessaare mnt. 45
203200 Kardla
Telephone
(246) 9 11 33
Teletype
17 37 42__
Fields of activities: passenger traffic by
taxis; goods transportation

15

buses

and by

J6geva Motor Depot
Address
duna kUla
202350 Jogeva
Telephone
(237) 2 12 69
Teletype
67 33 83
Fields of activities: passenger traffic
transportation

by

taxis;

goods

Keila Motor Depot
Address
Ulejbe tee 2
203053 Keila
Telephone
4 48 76
Teletype
17 37 66 PRICED
Field of activities: goods transportation
Kivioli Motor Depot
Address
Turu 5
202040 Kivi6li
Telephone
(233) 5 86 33
Field of activities: goods transportation
Kohtla-Jarve Motor Depot
Ehitajate 122
Address
202020 Kohtla-Jarve
(233) 4 78 04
Telephone
Field of activities: goods transportation
Kohtla-Jarve Bus and Taxi Park
Address
Kalevi 41
202020 Kohtla-Jarve
(233) 4 78 42
Telephone
Teletype
67 37 13
Field of activities: passenger traffic by busses and by
taxis
Telephone of a control operator of J6hvi Bus Station: 2 24 33
Kopli Motor Depot
Address
Ketta 5
200017 Tallinn
47 44 33
Telephone
Field of activities: goods transportation
Kunda Motor Depot
Toostuse 6
Address
202114 Kunda
(232) 5 17 02
Telephone
30 82 21 AUTO
Teletype
Field of activities: goods transportation
16

Mustamae Motor Depot
Mustamae tee 16
Address
200006 Tallinn
Teleohone
49 34 06
~id of activities: goods transportation
Manniku Motor Depot
Manniku tee 102
Address
200107 Tallinn
Telephone
51 72 08
17 36 24
Teletype
Field of activities: goods transportation
Narva Motor Depot
Tiimani 3
Address
202000 Narva
Telephone
(235) 3 11 14
30 80 24 FURGON
Teletvoe
Field of activities: goods transportation
Narva Bus and Taxi Park
Tallinna rant. 55
Address
202000 Narva
Telephone
(235) 4 22 14
30 80 19
Teletype
and by
Field of activities: passenger traffic by buses
taxis
Telephone of the box-office of bus tickets:
4 21 19
Paide Motor Depot
Address
Pikk 42
202820 Paide
Telephone
(238) 4 17 31
Telefax
384 18 84
Teletype
17 37 55
olds of activities: passenger traffic
taxis; goods transportation
Pallasti Motor Depot
Address
Pallasti 28
200104 Tallinn
21 57 77
Telephone
Field of activities: goods transportation
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by

buses

and by

Pelgulinn Motor Depot
Address
Paavli 4/Sa
200110 Tallinn
Telephone
49 43 70
Field of activities: goods transportation
Polva Motor Depot
Address
Mammaste
202600 Pblvamaa
(230) 9 60 09
Telephone
Teletype
67 34 54 BOKS
Fields of activities: passenger traffic
transportation

by taxis; goods

Parnu. Motor Depot
Address
Riia mnt. 233a
203600 Parnu
Telephone
(244) 2 11 70
Teletype
30 86 28 AVTO
Field of activities: goods transportation
Parnu Bus and Taxi Park
Mere 7
Address
203600 Parnu
(244) 2 26 60
Telephone
Telefax
2 23 86
30 55 13
Teletype
Field of activities: passenger traffic by buses and
taxis
Information of the Bus Station: 4 15 54

by

Rakvere Motor Depot
Raaavere tee 44
Address
202100 Rakvere
(232) 4 50 43
Telephone
30 81 13
Teletype
Field of activities: goods transportation
Rakvere Bus and Taxi Park
Address
Aia 16
202100 Rakvere
4 34 69
Telephone
AT 30 81 28
Teletype
Field of activities: passenger traffic
taxis

y
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by

buses

and

by

Rapla Motor Depot
Tallinna mnt. 3
Address
203500 Rapla
Telephone
(248) 5 52 95
Teletype
17 37 90
lds of activities: passenger traffic
L_
taxis; goods transportation
Saaremaa Motor Depot
Address
Pihtla tee 20
203300 Kuressaare
(245) 5 51 85
Telephone
17 37 02
Teletype
Fields of activities: passenger traffic
taxis; goods transportation

by

buses

and by

by

buses

and bj

Saku Motor Depot
Address

Jaama 2
203400 Saku
Harju maakond
55 51 89
Telephone
Telefax
(0142) 55 51 89
Teletype
ETAP 17 35 87
Field of activities: goods transportation
Tallinn Bus Association
Address
Kadaka tee 62a
200108 Tallinn
53 20 63
Telephone
Telefax
53 22 77
Teletype
17 31 13 PARK
Fields of activities: passenger traffic on urban
of Tallinn; transportation by orders
Telephone for ordering a bus: 53 29 25
Q

Tallinn Taxi Park
Address
Tulika 33
200109 Tallinn
Telephone
44 48 56
44 02 66
Telefax
Teletype
17 3277
Field of activities: passenger traffic by taxis
Telephone for ordering taxis: 60 30 44
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lines

Tapa Motor Depot
Address

Pikk 68
202210 Tapa
Telephone
(232) 7 62 36
Teletype
17 66 36
Field of activities: goods transportation
Tartu. Bus and Taxi Park
Address
Ringtee 14
202400 Tartu
Telephone
(234) 3 18 02
Telefax
(SD O143) 47 52 50
Teletype
67 33 65
Field of activities: passenger traffic by buses and by
taxis
Informa.tion.: 3 24 06
Telephone for advance sale of bus tickets: 3 29 35
Valga Motor Depot
Address
Transpordi 1
202500 Valera
(242) 4 37 19
Telephone
Teletype
67 34 73
Fields of activities: passenger traffic
taxis; goods transportation

by

buses and by

Viljandi Motor Depot
Address
Pargi 3
202900 Viljandi
(243) 5 33 40
Telephone
67 33 90 FURGOON
Teletype
Field of activities: Goods transportation
Viljandi Bus and Taxi Park
Address
Uku 1a
202900 Viljandi
Telephone
(243) 5 5070
Teletype
67 33 96
Field of activities: passenger traffic by buses and by
taxis
Information of the Bus Station, Ilmarise 1:5 39 80
Voru Motor Denot
Address
Telephone
Teletype

Rapina mnt. 16
202710 Voru
(241) 2 17 45
67 31 76 KAPOTT
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Teletype of long-distance haulage: 67 31 74 FURGOON
Fields of activities: passenger traffic by buses and by
to is; goods transportation
Telephone of the Bus Station: 2 10 18
The Joint Venture "Astar"
Sena 26
Address
202400 Tartu
(234) 7 44 61
Telephone
17 32 35 TRUCK SU
Telex
Field of activities: goods transportation on interstate lines
Ulemiste Motor Depot
Magasini 31
Address
200104 Tallinn
43 93 87
Telephone
Field of activities: goods transportation
Tallinn Tram and Trolley-bus Association
Address
Paldiski n1nt. 48a
200109 Tallinn
Telephone
49 19 10
Teletyne
17 36 84 BILET
The Estonian Association of Foreign Carriers
bstinterauto
Address
Kaupmehe 8
200001 Tallinn
Estonia
Telephone
44 14 18 or 66 15 69
Telefax
(O142) 44 14 18
Telex
17 38 76 PIKAPSU
ENTERPRISES OF SEA TRANSPORT
he Stock Company "Marser"
Address
Sadama 25
200101 Tallinn
Telephone
42 82 72
42 82 72
Telefax
Field of activities: sale of ferry tickets to the following
ships: the "Georg Ots"
the "Tallink"
the "Transestonia" (the shins of the Stock Company "Helta")
Sale of tickets: at the Passenger Terminal of Tallinn,
Sadama 25
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Information and booking up: 44 10 30
Supluse 18b, Parnu
4 10 16
Telephone
Leninakani 45-40, Tartu
The Estonian Shipping Company
Address
Estonia ost. 3/5
200101 Tallinn
Telephone
44 38 02
Telefax
42 49 58
Teletype
17 31 22 JAHTA
International teletype 17 32 72 PM RES
Fields of activities: passenger traffic and goods transportation by ferries; ship repair
Sale of tickets to Aegna: Mere pst. 20
The Stock Company "Estline-Estonia"
Address
Sadama 29
200101 Tallinn
Telephone
44 90 61
Telefax
42 53 52
Field of activities: plying passenger ferries between Tallinn and Stockholm
Advance sale of tickets: Aia 5a
66 65 79
Telephone
44 12 19
Telefax
It is possible to buy a ticket for a ship at the day of its
depature at the terminal of "Estline", Sadama 29, starting
from 6 P.M. Telephone 42 82 60
The Joint Venture "Tallink"
Address
Box 3495
200090 Tallinn
Telephone
44 07 70
Telefax
44 52 24
Teletype
17 31 76
Field of activities: international barque haulage

v

Tallinn Maritime Trade Harbour
Address
Sadama 25
200102 Tallinn
42 70 09
Telephone
Telefax
42 29 50
17 31 06
Teletype
International teletype 17 31 67 PORT SU
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Tallinn New Harbour
Maardu tee 57
Address
200030 Tallinn
23 43 13
Telephone
23 65 44
Telefax
Teletype
17 35 83 REID
Tartu River Port
Address

Soola 5
202400 Tartu
(234) 3 31 92
Telephone
Telephone of a control operator: 3 45 53

AIRPORTS
Tallinn Airport
Address

Lennujaama tee 2
200011 Tallinn
Information, Lenini pat. 6,
telephones: 44 43 84
42 12 65
060
Sale of tickets: Lenini pst. 6
Tallinn-Balti Railway Station,
Toompuiestee 35
A.H. Tammsaare tee 109
Mustamae tee 159
Airport
Booking of tickets by telephone: 43 29 22
Sale of tickets to international lines:
Vabaduse Valjak 10
Telephone 44 63 82

Tartu Airport
Address

Torvandi
202430 Tartu maakond
Telephone
(234) 3 49 85
The town agency of_ "Aeroflot": Raekoja plats 2
200400 Tartu
Telephone (234) 3 24 45
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ENTERPRISES OF RAILWAY TRANSPORT
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Tallinn-Balti Railway Station
Address
Toompuiestee 35
200031 Tallinn
Information bureau: 44 67 56
62 48 51
Sale of train tickf .s: in Tallinn-Balti Railway
Station A.H. Tammsaare tee 10
Mus tamae tee 159
The Goods Station of Tallinn
Address
Telliskivi 57
200108 Tallinn
Telephones: Small consignment and container department: 44 29 75
Information about van consignment:
44 53 29
Tartu Railway Station
Address
Vaksali 6
202400 Tartu
Information: (234) 3 99 50

:t AS "Bit". VI 1991.bc_-j47.2oco.
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Kaupmehe street 8
200001 Tallinn
Estonia
Phone: 441418 or 661569
Fax: (0142) 441 418
Telex: 173876 PIKAP SU
International road haulage to Western Europe
and Scandinavia Estinterauto uses the networt
of the following units:
- TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION TARTU ROAD HAULAGE
- MOTOR DEPOT TALLINN VICTUALS TRANSPORTATION
- PAIDE MOTOR DEPOT
- VALGA MOTOR DEPOT
- SAKU MOTOR DEPOT

Business executives!
Order international
road haulage
from ES TINTERA U TO!

Overleaf depicts both sides of
a paperweight given the
delegation by the Committee for
Peace and Concilation.
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